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The Grace Family Weekly Message  
23 September 2021 

 
A BIBLE STUDY ON THE APOSTLES’ CREED – PART II 
This week’s Bible Study considers our confession in the Apostles’ Creed that God’s Son 
was born as a human and became the sacrificial lamb who saved us from our sins.   

THE CREED: 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried, 
he descended to the dead,  
on the third day he rose again, 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

PLAN TO WORSHIP AT GRACE THIS SUNDAY, THE 26th of 
SEPTEMBER.  The Gospel reading for Sunday is Mark 9:38-50.  

Worship will take place in the sanctuary!  The baptism of Mia Pirkl 
will be celebrated during this service.  This will be the first regular 

worship in the Grace sanctuary since the 15th of March 2020. 
(See pages 2 & 3 for more information about this Sunday’s worship service) 

 
(Worship will be outdoors in the Grace parking lot) 

 

CHICKEN BBQ FUND RAISER 
• The Board of Witness and Mission is sponsoring a chicken BBQ on 

Sunday, October 3rd from 11:30 AM until dinners are sold out. 
• Tickets are $9.00 each and will be available on Sunday. 
• Volunteer cookie bakers and volunteers to work during the event are 

needed--sign-up sheets will be available on Sunday. 
 (see pages 5 & 6 for more information) 

Luther’s SHORTER CATECHISM – The Second Article:  On Redemption 
I believe in Jesus Christ,… 

What is this?  or  What does this mean? 
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father in eternity, and also a true human being, 
born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned human being. He has 
purchased and freed me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or 
silver but with his holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and death. He has done all this 
in order that I may belong to him, live under him in his kingdom, and serve him in eternal righteousness, 
innocence, and blessedness, just as he is risen from the dead and lives and rules eternally. This is most 
certainly true.  
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John 3:16-17 (NIV) 
16For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  17For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
 

The second part of the Apostles’ Creed confesses Christian Churches’ universal 
beliefs about God’s Son, Jesus Christ.  The words of the Creed are self-explanatory.  
The versions of the Creed used by Protestant, Catholic and Orthodox churches are 
nearly identical.  The only significant difference in this part of the Creed is that in 
Protestant (and ELCA) versions, Jesus “descended to the dead,” while in Catholic and 
Church of England versions, Jesus “descended into hell.”  Indeed, the Bible describes 
how Jesus suffered a very human death and burial, but it does not describe a sojourn 
by Jesus into a place called hell (John 19:38-42). 

Martin Luther’s explanation of this part of the Creed in his Shorter Catechism 
helps us understand how significant it is to our faith for us to recite the Creed’s 
statement about Jesus.  He begins by emphasizing how Jesus was “true God” and 
“eternally begotten,” but also “a true human being.”  Luther was aware of how early 
Christian leaders fought divisive battles over heresies which taught that Jesus was 
either all God, or all human.  Luther wanted to make it clear that his beliefs about the 
nature of Jesus were not heretical.   

Luther’s explanation becomes most meaningful to us when he links Jesus’ 
“innocent suffering and death” to how Jesus 
“redeemed me, a lost and condemned 
human being.”  Luther then describes what 
this means to him and to us:  As redeemed 
sinners, we can now “live with (Jesus) in his 
kingdom” where Jesus “lives and rules 
eternally.” 

Luther’s explanation echoes what the 
Gospel writer wrote in John 3:17, that “God 
did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him (through Jesus’ suffering, death 
and resurrection).”  When we confess what 
we believe about Jesus in the Apostles’ 
Creed we affirm our faith that God sent his 
Son to live and die a human death so that we 
are saved from our sins. 

WEEKLY NEWS AND ACTIVITIES AT GRACE 
¥ WORSHIP ON SUNDAY.  Worship this Sunday, the 26th of September, the 

eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost, will be in Grace’s sanctuary, starting at 10:30 
AM.  Pastor Jaci and Church Musician Bobbie Bean will conduct the service.  This 
Sunday’s Gospel reading is Mark 9:38-50.   

 
The main panel of Grunwald’s 16th century 
Isenheim Altar commemorates how God’s 
Son Jesus suffered a human death on the 
cross to become a sacrifice for human sin. 



 3 

¥ WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING ALL MEMBERS OF THE GRACE 
FAMILY TO WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY!  VISITORS ARE ESPECIALLY 
WELCOME.  Please note the following special information about this Sunday’s 
service: 

• Baptism of Mia Pirkl.  The baptism of Mia Lynn Pirkl, infant daughter of Timothy 
and Meghan Pirkl, granddaughter of Mark and Jen Haar, and great-
granddaughter of Merle and Ruth Haar, will take place during this Sunday’s 
worship service on the 26th of September.    

• Sanctuary Seating.  For seating in the sanctuary on Sunday, the pews in the left 
front are reserved for baptism family members.  All other seating will be socially 
distanced. Every other pew is marked with a red ribbon.  Please do not sit in 
pews marked with red ribbons.   

• Health Precautions in the Sanctuary.  Health precautions that were followed in 
the Fellowship Hall will continue.  In addition to socially distanced seating (see 
above), they include optional mask wearing, stationary offering, stationary 
passing of the peace, and communion in your pews.  

• Worshipping in Your Vehicle.  Anyone who does not wish to attend worship in 
the sanctuary is welcome to worship in their cars.  The service will be broadcast 
on 94.1 FM.  This Sunday, please park in front of the main church entrance if you 
wish to remain in your vehicle so that Pastor Jaci will be able to find you during 
communion. 

¥ ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS LAST SUNDAY.  53 persons attended 
worship last Sunday.  Recent offerings have continued to be somewhat below 
Grace’s 2021 budget target of $2,885 in offerings per week.  Thank you to all who 
attend worship and continue to contribute regular offerings.  

¥ PRAYER CONCERNS.  Please keep the following persons in your prayers:   
The Family of Larry Honsberger 
Thomas Knieriem, Becky Witt, Bryan Witt, Sandy Snider, Shelly Sherman, Barbara 
Harger, Beverly Koveing, Kathy Spangler, Patricia Morral, Karen Southwyck, Carol 
Morgan, Amphy Haar, Dustin Schmidt, Chris Marquardt, Donald Bench, Jeannette 
Young, Sean, Bethany Collier, Dan Van Etten, Scott Taylor, Jody Angelone, Ron 
Dangler, Jen and Steve, Bob and Marge Griffin, Jim Flick, Sandy Duty, Josh 
Hunker, Jeff and Laryn Wheeler, Stephen Andrew, Dean Crandall, Kelly Troyer, 
Arnold and Donna Foss, Nadine Crisologos, Cheryl Hoot, Dick and Ruth Hammel, 
Reed Oestreich, Heather DeWitz, members of the Grace family who reside in 
nursing homes including Sandy Cutchall, Joan Dietrich, Jeanne Haar, Bertha 
Marquardt, Mitzi Pauli and Delbert Weng, and members of the Grace family and 
their colleagues who serve in the Armed Forces.   If you know of someone to add to 
the prayer list, please inform Pastor Jaci or the Church Office.   
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¥ CONGRATULATIONS!  Congratulations to Pastor Dave and Jean Wietelmann 
on the birth of their new granddaughter, Camille Evelyn Wietelmann, on Sunday, 
the 19th of September.  Camille’s parents, Joel and Sara Derby Wietelmann, live in 
the New York City area. 

¥ GRACE WATER SYSTEM UPDATE.  The Board of Property continues to 
work with the EPA to resolve water quality issues at Grace.  Progress has been 
painstaking and slow, but possible solutions are being tested.  Until a solution is 
found, it’s still OK to use water to wash hands or dishes, but please DO NOT DRINK 
THE WATER.   

¥ COUNCIL MEETINGS.  The most recent Grace Council meeting took place via 
Zoom™ on the 19th of August.  Discussions and decisions in that meeting were 
reported in the 26 August Grace Family Weekly Message.  The next Council 
meeting is planned as an in person meeting at the church this Thursday evening, 
September 23rd.   

UPCOMING ACTIVITES AND EVENTS 
Date Event Time Location 
23 September, Thursday Council Meeting 7:00 PM Grace 

24 September, Friday 2021 Synod Assembly 6:00 – 8:30 
PM 

Virtual for 
delegates 

24-26 Sept., Fri. to Sun. Bethlehem Women’s Retreat Staybridge Suites, Rossford, OH 
2 October, Saturday Eileen Glesser Memorial Service 10:00 AM Grace 
3 October, Sunday Chicken BBQ Fundraiser After worship Grace 
14 October, Thursday Board of Worship 7:00 PM Grace 
17 October, Sunday Cabbage Dinner  Bethlehem 
31 October, Sunday Reformation Sunday Potluck Brunch After worship Grace 

1-8-15-22 December Advent Soup Suppers and Evening 
Prayer Services TBD Grace 

 

¥ EILEEN GLESSER MEMORIAL SERVICE.  The memorial service for Eileen 
Glesser, which was long delayed by the covid emergency, will take place in the 
Grace sanctuary at 10:00 AM on Saturday, October 2nd.  The service will be followed 
by a luncheon.  Please help Karen Hammel plan for the luncheon by letting her know 
if you plan to attend the luncheon.  Text Karen at 419-277-6708 to confirm your 
plans to attend the luncheon after the service. 

¥ INVITATION TO PASTOR JOHN MORRIS ORDINATION 
CELEBRATION.  Everyone at Grace is invited to attend the celebration of Pastor 
John Morris’ 60th anniversary of his ordination on Sunday, October 10th, 2021, at 
Zion Lutheran Church in Chelsea, Michigan.  Pastor Morris was a Pastor at Grace in 
the 1960s.  Worship begins at 10:15 AM, followed by cake, ice cream and 
fellowship. 
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Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
3050 S. Fletcher Road 
Chelsea, MI 48118 
Cards may be sent to the address above or send email messages to 
zionchelsea@yahoo.com.  For more information, call 734-475-8064.   

¥ DEACON AND LECTOR SCHEDULE.  Deacons and Lectors scheduled to 
serve in upcoming worship services are listed in the table.   

DEACONS AND LECTORS FOR UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES 
DATE DEACONS LECTORS 
26 September Mary & Mike Schlievert Mike Schlievert 
3 October Gary Anderson & Randy Jacobs Jean Wietelmann 
10 October Jean and Merlyn Weng Mary Schlievert 
17 October Rachel Beeler & Dave Wietelmann Judy Zimmerman 

¥ OPERATION OREO.   Please keep all military personnel in your prayers, but 
especially:  SGT Stephen Simkus and Cadet Julian Sanchez.  
• Anyone wishing to donate to Operation Oreo to help offset the cost of shipping 

and the contents of the Goody boxes -- Just mark “Op Oreo” on the memo line of 
your check. 

•  If you have a name to add to our list or if you have any questions about 
Operation Oreo, please contact Jennifer Marquardt 

¥ ELMORE FOOD PANTRY.  The Grace Food Pantry item for September is 16 
oz. bags of noodles.  The Elmore Food Pantry, which is hosted at Grace, is open on 
the third Friday and Saturday of each month, from 9:00 AM until noon.  Anyone who 
wishes to drop off food items at the church should bring them to the church on 
Sunday or leave them inside the north door during times when the church office door 
is open.  The church office is now open on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 
mornings.  It is also open when Jazzercise sessions take place.   

¥ SPECIAL BENEVOLENCE ACTIVITIES: 
• Chicken BBQ.  Grace’s Chicken BBQ will take place on Sunday, October 

3rd.   Tickets are $9.00 each and will be available on Sunday.  
BBQ Beneficiary.  Submit the name of your favorite charity for the drawing of 
the beneficiary of the Chicken BBQ fund raiser.   
Sign-up sheets to help with the BBQ and to bake 34 dozen chocolate chip 
purchased for the BBQ at $9.00 each.   

• Banana Boxes are Still Needed.  If any members see banana boxes that are 
available, please pick them up and bring them to the church. They are still 
needed to ship Grace’s many contributions to Lutheran World Relief. 
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• Millers Receipts. Members of the Grace Family who shop at Miller’s New 
Market Grocery in Genoa should continue to keep their receipts and give them to 
Marilyn Crandall who will redeem them for Grace (or send them to 9591 W 
Moonlight Bay Lane, Oak Harbor OH 43449). 	

• Printer Cartridges. Don’t throw your used printer cartridges away.  The Church 
can use them and exchange them for office supplies for the Church.  Place them 
in a plastic bag and give them to Nancy Pries. 	

 

Our prayer:  Gracious God, accept our humble thanks for the gift of salvation you 
gave us through the suffering, death, and resurrection of your Son Jesus.   

GRACE CONTACT INFORMATION 
PASTOR COUNCIL PRESIDENT CHURCH OFFICE 
Pastor Jaci Tiell 
pastorjacitiell@aol.com 
419-215-8370 

Gary Anderson 
dcmgaryanderson@gmail.com  
419-607-3036 

Joyce Bruntz 
graceelc@gmail.com 
419-862-3630 

Grace ELC Weekly Message Distribution.  Grace Family Weekly Messages are 
distributed by email and regular mail to Grace’s members and friends to inform them 
about worship services, church activities and benevolence programs.  To add someone 
to the distribution list, send their email or mailing address to the Church Office (email to 
graceelc@gmail.com; mail to the Church at: 19225 W. Witty Road, Elmore OH 43416). 


