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The Grace Family Weekly Message  
30 September 2021 

A BIBLE STUDY ON THE APOSTLES’ A CREED – PART III 
This week’s Bible Study examines how we confess through the Apostles’ Creed that 
our faith is truly a gift from God, received through the work of the Holy Spirit.   
THE CREED: 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. 

Ephesians 9:8 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God.     

Martin Luther’s comments on the third part of the Apostles’ Creed in his Shorter 
Catechism address one of Christians’ most serious sources of doubt.  The Reformation 
rediscovered Paul’s teaching (Ephesians 9:8 etc.) that we are “saved through faith” 

PLAN TO WORSHIP AT GRACE THIS SUNDAY, THE 3rd of 
OCTOBER.  The Gospel reading for Sunday is Mark 10:2-16.  

Worship will take place in the sanctuary!   
(See pages 2 & 3 for more information about this Sunday’s worship service) 

 
(Worship will be outdoors in the Grace parking lot) 

 

Luther’s SHORTER CATECHISM – The Third Article – On Being Made Holy 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,… 
What is this? or What does this mean? 
I believe that by my own understanding or strength I cannot believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or 
come to him, but instead the Holy Spirit has called me through the gospel, enlightened me with 
his gifts, made me holy and kept me in the true faith, just as he calls, gathers, enlightens, and 
makes holy the whole Christian church on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one 
common, true faith. Daily in this Christian church the Holy Spirit abundantly forgives all sins—
mine and those of all believers. On the last day the Holy Spirit will raise me and all the dead 
and will give to me and all believers in Christ eternal life. This is most certainly true! 

SUPPORT GRACE’S CHICKEN BBQ FUND RAISER! 
• Grace’s Chicken BBQ is this coming Sunday, October 3rd. 
• The dinners will be available from 11:30 AM until they are sold out. 
• Tickets are $9.00 each and are still available. 
• The fund raiser beneficiary is the Hospice of Northwest Ohio. 

 (see pages 4 & 5 for more information) 
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alone, but so many Christians continue to ask, “how do we know our faith is sufficient to 
satisfy God?”  Luther’s answer to that question is simple.  He said our faith by itself is 
not sufficient: “By my own understanding or strength I cannot believe in Jesus Christ.”  
He goes on to explain how God overcomes our inadequate faith by giving us the Holy 
Spirit who “calls, gathers, enlightens, and makes holy the whole Christian church.” 

The third part of the Apostles’ Creed confesses how the Holy Spirit makes our 
faith strong enough to satisfy God by calling us to be part of what Martin Luther 
described as the faith-giving process that we confess when we say the Creed.  The 
steps in that process are: 

1. The Holy Catholic Church.  We believe there is a universal Christian church 
and that the Holy Spirit calls us to be part of that body. 

2. The Communion of Saints.  Through the universal Christian church, we 
become part of the whole community of faithful followers of Christ, living and 
dead, past, present, and future.  

3. The Forgiveness of Sins.  While participating in the communion of saints 
within the Christian church, we receive forgiveness of our sins through the 
sacraments of baptism and communion.  

4. The Resurrection of the Body.  This affirms a belief in the immortality of 
humans and the continuity of life after the death of our physical bodies.  If we 
are created in the “image of God” and God is eternal, and Jesus’ resurrection 
confirmed his immortality, then we too are destined for immortality.  

5. And the Life Everlasting.  As forgiven sinners now reconciled with God, we 
are destined for immortality, for eternal life. 

The third part of the Apostle’s Creed lets us reaffirm how the Holy Spirit takes us 
from alienation from God, to becoming part of the universal Christian church, to 
participating in the fellowship of the saints, to receiving the forgiveness that God gives 
through baptism and communion, to the promise of life everlasting with God our creator.  
Martin Luther placed his exclamation point on this faith-giving sequence by saying “this 
is most certainly true!”  Now we know that the Holy Spirit gives us sufficient faith to 
satisfy God.  Our faith is a gift from God. 

WEEKLY NEWS AND ACTIVITIES AT GRACE 
¥ WORSHIP ON SUNDAY.  Worship this Sunday, the 3rd of October, the 

nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost, will be in Grace’s sanctuary, starting at 10:30 
AM.  Pastor Jaci and Church Musician Bobbie Bean will conduct the service.  This 
Sunday’s Gospel reading is Mark 10:2-16.  WE LOOK FORWARD TO 
WELCOMING ALL MEMBERS OF THE GRACE FAMILY TO WORSHIP THIS 
SUNDAY!  VISITORS ARE ESPECIALLY WELCOME.  Please note the following 
special information about this Sunday’s service: 

• Sanctuary Seating.  To maintain social distancing, every other pew in the 
sanctuary is marked with a red ribbon.  Sit in the pews that do not have red 
ribbons.  Please do not sit in pews marked with red ribbons.   
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• Health Precautions in the Sanctuary.  Other health precautions that will be 
followed in the sanctuary include optional mask wearing, stationary offering, 
stationary passing of the peace, and communion in your pews.  

• Worshipping in Your Vehicle.  Anyone who does not wish to attend worship in 
the sanctuary is welcome to worship in their cars.  The service will be broadcast 
on 94.1 FM.  Please park in front of the main church entrance if you wish to 
remain in your vehicle so Pastor Jaci will be able to find you during communion. 

• Communion.  Communion will be served in your pews or vehicles.  Worshippers 
can take pre-packaged communion kits when they arrive or bring their own 
elements.  The Pastor will commune each person individually, including everyone 
who is worshipping in their car, if they are parked by the front entrance to the 
church.  A Deacon will follow the Pastor to collect empty communion kits. 

¥ ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS LAST SUNDAY.  66 persons attended 
worship last Sunday.  The offering total this past Sunday was $6,302.  This helped to 
get us closer to our weekly budget target of $2,885 per week.  Thank you to all who 
attend worship and continue to contribute regular offerings.  

¥ PRAYER CONCERNS.  Please keep the following persons in your prayers:   
The Family of Devin Strickland, The Family of Jacob Lewandowski 
Thomas Knieriem, Bryan Witt, Sandy Snider, Shelly Sherman, Barbara Harger, 
Beverly Koveing, Kathy Spangler, Patricia Morral, Karen Southwyck, Carol Morgan, 
Amphy Haar, Dustin Schmidt, Chris Marquardt, Donald Bench, Jeannette Young, 
Sean, Bethany Collier, Dan Van Etten, Scott Taylor, Jody Angelone, Ron Dangler, 
Jen and Steve, Bob and Marge Griffin, Jim Flick, Sandy Duty, Josh Hunker, Jeff and 
Laryn Wheeler, Stephen Andrew, Dean Crandall, Kelly Troyer, Arnold and Donna 
Foss, Nadine Crisologos, Cheryl Hoot, Dick and Ruth Hammel, Reed Oestreich, 
Heather DeWitz, members of the Grace family who reside in nursing homes 
including Sandy Cutchall, Joan Dietrich, Jeanne Haar, Bertha Marquardt, Mitzi Pauli 
and Delbert Weng, and members of the Grace family and their colleagues who serve 
in the Armed Forces.   If you know of someone to add to the prayer list, please 
inform Pastor Jaci or the Church Office.   

¥ MIA LYNN PIRKL BAPTISM.  
Last Sunday, Pastor Jaci baptized 
Mia Lynn Pirkl, daughter of Timothy 
and Meghan Pirkl, granddaughter of 
Mark and Jen Haar, and great-
granddaughter of Merle and Ruth 
Haar.  The Grace Family “welcomes 
Mia Lynn into the body of Christ!” 

¥ COUNCIL MEETINGS.  The 
most recent Grace Council meeting 
took place in person at the church 
via Zoom™ on the 23rd of 
September.  Discussions and 

 
Pastor Jaci baptized Mia Lynn Pirkl during worship 
on the 26th of September. 
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decision items included: 1) prayer concerns, 2) approval of the 17 August Council 
Minutes, 3) approval of the August Financial Report, 4) the Pastor’s Report, 5) 
worship plans (there will be Advent Soup Suppers and Evening Prayer services and a 
Christmas Eve worship), 6) Congregational Life Report (there will be a potluck brunch 
after worship on Reformation Sunday), 7) Education Report (decisions are needed on 
2022 Churchwide Youth Assembly attendance), 8) Property Report (update on efforts to 
resolve the water situation), 9) Witness and Mission (update on the Chicken BBQ), 10) 
preparations for the Congregational Meeting on the 7th of November and 11) 
adjournment with the Lord’s Prayer.  The next Council meeting will take place on 
Thursday evening, October 14th.  The Board of Worship will meet that same day 
starting at 6:00 PM; the Council meeting will start at 7:00 PM.  

UPCOMING ACTIVITES AND EVENTS 
Date Event Time Location 
2 October, Saturday Eileen Glesser Memorial Service 10:00 AM Grace 

Sanctuary 
3 October, Sunday Chicken BBQ Fundraiser After worship Grace 
7 October, Thursday Board of Property Meeting 5:30 PM Grace 
14 October, Thursday Board of Worship 6:00 PM Grace 
14 October, Thursday Council Meeting 7:00 PM Grace 
17 October, Sunday Cabbage Dinner Fundraiser  Bethlehem 
31 October, Sunday Reformation Sunday Potluck Brunch After worship Grace 

7 November, Sunday Grace Annual Meeting (to approve 2022 
budget and elect 2022 Officers and Board Chairs) After worship Grace 

Sanctuary 

1-8-15-22 December Advent Soup Suppers and Evening 
Prayer Services TBD Grace 

20 December Red Cross Blood Drive 12:00 – 6:00 
PM Grace 

24 December Christmas Eve Worship Service 7:00 PM Grace 
Sanctuary 

 

¥ EILEEN GLESSER MEMORIAL SERVICE.  The memorial service for Eileen 
Glesser will take place in the Grace sanctuary at 10:00 AM this coming Saturday, 
October 2nd.  The service will be followed by a luncheon in the Fellowship Hall.   

¥ CHICKEN BBQ FUND RAISER: 
Chicken BBQ.  Grace’s Chicken BBQ is this coming Sunday, October 3rd.   Tickets 
are $9.00 each and are still available.  
BBQ Beneficiary.  The fund raiser beneficiary is the Hospice of Northwest Ohio 
(Jeanie Weng’s recommendation was drawn from those submitted).   
There are now enough cookie donations and volunteers, although more are 
welcome to join.  Thank you to everyone who offered their time and baked goods.  
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PLEASE TELL YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS THAT BBQ CHICKEN 
DINNERS ARE STILL AVAILABLE (Call the Church at 419-862-3630 or come by 
the church on Sunday after 11:30 AM.) 

¥ BETHLEHEM WOMEN’S RETREAT.  Two women from Grace, Nancy Pries 
(and her guest) and Ruth Ann Anderson, participated in Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church’s annual Women’s Retreat this past weekend on 24-26 September:   
The theme was "God has made everything beautiful in its own time” (Ecclesiastes 3:11).  We 
participated in activities that included planting a pot of three herbs (furnished by Bench’s), 
making bread, and making a candle. The woman who led the retreat is an attorney and a 
vibrant, obvious Woman of Faith.  There were prizes and surprises; we sang, laughed, played 
games (dice) but also got serious about the lessons from Ecclesiastes.  We sang 
familiar hymns and learned a new hymn; it's contemporary and titled God is Good All the 
Time.		(You	Tube:		https://youtu.be/5x1OV5YzmL8).		When Bethlehem offers their next retreat, 
I would encourage a strong participation from Grace.  Ruth Ann Anderson 

¥ NWOS SYNOD ASSEMBLY.  The Northwest Ohio Synod Assembly that was 
scheduled to take place in 2020 was rescheduled as a virtual (Zoom™) assembly 
that took place on the 24th of September.  Pastor Jaci, Mary Schlievert and Gary 
Anderson represented Grace during the Assembly, which was organized by the 
Synod staff and chaired by Bishop Daniel Beaudoin.  The assembly restricted its 
focus to necessary business decisions that included 1) reports from Bishop 
Beaudoin and the Churchwide 
Assembly Representative; 2) the 
audit report and financials; 3) 
elections for the Synod Council, 
ELCA Council and Churchwide 
Assembly; 4) adopting the 2022 
Compensation Guidelines 
(recommends a 3% COLA); and 
some minor NWOS Constitution 
amendments.  A regular Synod 
Assembly is scheduled to take place 
in 2022. 

¥ INVITATION TO PASTOR JOHN MORRIS ORDINATION 
CELEBRATION.  Everyone at Grace is invited to attend the celebration of Pastor 
John Morris’ 60th anniversary of his ordination on Sunday, October 10th, 2021, at 
Zion Lutheran Church in Chelsea, Michigan.  Pastor Morris was a Pastor at Grace in 
the 1960s.  Worship begins at 10:15 AM, followed by cake, ice cream and 
fellowship. 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
3050 S. Fletcher Road 
Chelsea, MI 48118 
Cards may be sent to the address above or send email messages to 
zionchelsea@yahoo.com.  For more information, call 734-475-8064.   

 
An array of documents that were covered during 
the NWOS Synod virtual (Zoom) assembly. 



 6 

¥ STUFFED CABBAGE DINNER AT BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN.  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is hosting a stuffed cabbage dinner on Sunday, October 
17th.  The dinner is a fund raiser to support Bethlehem’s annual Operation Christmas 
Child by paying shipping expenses to ship Christmas gift boxes to locations around 
the world.  The dinners cost $7.50 for adults and $5.00 for children.  Dinners include 
2 stuffed cabbage rolls, mashed potatoes, bread & butter, and dessert.  2 stuffed 
cabbage rolls that come in freezer bags ready to freeze may also be ordered 
separately for $5.50.  Members at Grace may order dinners or stuffed cabbage rolls 
that will be delivered to Grace after worship on Sunday the 17th of October.  Grace 
members should place their orders with Ruth Ann Anderson (419-607-3164, 
ruthannand@gmail.com) who will coordinate the orders and their delivery with 
Bethlehem (make checks out to Bethlehem Lutheran Church).  There is also a sign-
up sheet on the table in the narthex. 

¥ DEACON AND LECTOR SCHEDULE.  Deacons and Lectors scheduled to 
serve in upcoming worship services are listed in the table.   

DEACONS AND LECTORS FOR UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES 
DATE DEACONS LECTORS 
3 October Gary Anderson & Randy Jacobs Jean Wietelmann 
10 October Jean and Merlyn Weng Mary Schlievert 
17 October Rachel Beeler & Dave Wietelmann Judy Zimmerman 
24 October Deb & Jeff Boos Michelle Timbrook 

¥ GRACE WATER SYSTEM UPDATE.  Here is an update on the water quality 
situation at Grace (Until this is resolved, please do not drink the water!): 
The water situation is still evolving. We continue to do testing and analysis of what we find 
after we test.  We have found issues with some of the pressure tanks that are part of 
our water distribution system.  The tanks are 21 years old and only last so long before the 
rubber bladder inside them develop holes which causes contamination problems throughout 
the water system.  
We did more testing this week and the Property Board met on Tuesday to discuss possible 
changes we could make to rectify the situation.  We will meet with the EPA on Friday to 
discuss and propose making a few changes to our water system.  However, any changes we 
make must first be examined thoroughly and approved by the EPA to be in full compliance. 
We apologize for the length of time this is taking but we hope to get it resolved soon. 
Randy Jacobs, for the Board of Property 

¥ OPERATION OREO.   Please keep all military personnel in your prayers, but 
especially: SGT Stephen Simkus and Cadet Julian Sanchez.  SGT Simkus recently 
finished Army language school where he was trained in the French language.  He 
has a new duty assignment at Fort Campbell, Kentucky and will now be deploying 
on Army Special Forces missions from there. 



 7 

• Anyone wishing to donate to Operation Oreo to help offset the cost of shipping 
and the contents of the Goody boxes -- Just mark “Op Oreo” on the memo line of 
your check. 

•  If you have a name to add to our list or if you have any questions about 
Operation Oreo, please contact Jennifer Marquardt. 

¥ RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE.  A Red Cross Blood Drive has been scheduled 
to take place at Grace on Monday, the 20th of December, from 12:00 to 6:00 PM.  
Volunteers will be needed.  Contact Joan Eckermann if you wish to help. 

¥ ELMORE FOOD PANTRY.  The Grace Food Pantry item for October is 16 oz. 
jars of peanut butter.  The Elmore Food Pantry, which is hosted at Grace, is open on 
the third Friday and Saturday of each month, from 9:00 AM until noon.  Anyone who 
wishes to drop off food items at the church should bring them to the church on 
Sunday or leave them inside the north door during times when the church office door 
is open.  The church office is now open on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 
mornings.  It is also open when Jazzercise sessions take place.   

¥ SPECIAL BENEVOLENCE ACTIVITIES: 
• Banana Boxes are Still Needed.  If any members see banana boxes that are 

available, please pick them up and bring them to the church. They are still 
needed to ship Grace’s many contributions to Lutheran World Relief. 

• Printer Cartridges. Don’t throw your used printer cartridges away.  The Church 
can use them and exchange them for office supplies for the Church.  Place them 
in a plastic bag and give them to Nancy Pries. 	

• Lutheran World Relief Contributions.  The Board of Witness and Mission 
reports that this year, Grace produced 110 backpacks with school supplies and 
96 personal care kits that are now being shipped to Lutheran World Relief.  
Special thanks are due to the Piecemakers and Thrivent for their contributions to 
this production. 

Our prayer:  Merciful God, draw near to us through your Holy Spirit so that we 
may receive the forgiveness of sins and promise of eternal life as part of your 
communion of saints.   

GRACE CONTACT INFORMATION 
PASTOR COUNCIL PRESIDENT CHURCH OFFICE 
Pastor Jaci Tiell 
pastorjacitiell@aol.com 
419-215-8370 

Gary Anderson 
dcmgaryanderson@gmail.com  
419-607-3036 

Joyce Bruntz 
graceelc@gmail.com 
419-862-3630 

Grace ELC Weekly Message Distribution.  Grace Family Weekly Messages are 
distributed by email and regular mail to Grace’s members and friends to inform them 
about worship services, church activities and benevolence programs.  To add someone 
to the distribution list, send their email or mailing address to the Church Office (email to 
graceelc@gmail.com; mail to the Church at: 19225 W. Witty Road, Elmore OH 43416). 


