
 
         Grace Lutheran Church Council 
Minutes 
                                                                                                                                  May 19, 2021 
 
 The May 19, 2021 Grace Lutheran Church council meeting was brought to order by the 
President, Gary Anderson.  The following members were in attendance: Gary Anderson, Karen Hammel, 
Amy Simkus, Steve SImkus, Randy Jacobs, Mary Schlievert, Rachel Beeler, Deb Boos, Nancy Pries, Pastor 
Jaci, and guest, Joyce Bruntz. Pastor Jaci opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
Good News! 
Confirmation will be held on Pentecost Sunday for Brady Burrow and Eve Jackson. 

The bell tower repair has been completed and it will be re-dedicated at the Pentecost service. 

We are celebrating the one-year anniversary of our parking lot worship services. 

Covid restrictions are slowly being lifted. 

 

The prayer concern list was updated. 

The secretary’s report from April was approved. 

The April financial report was approved. 

 

Audit Committee Report – Mike Schlievert and Jennifer Marquardt were on the Audit Committee and 

found that the books were in order. A motion was made by Mary, second Randy, to accept the audit 

report. 

 

Board of Congregational Life – Reported by Mary Schlievert 

*The Bell Tower Re-dedication will be held on Sunday, May 23. 

*On Sunday, May 23, the Confirmation Ceremony portion of the service will be held in the sanctuary.  

Confirmands’ families will be invited into the sanctuary to witness the ceremony with the confirmands. 

*A Pentecost Picnic will be held on May 23 with food trucks providing the lunch for purchase. 

 

Call Committee Report – Reported by Amy Simkus 

The Call Committee met prior to the Council meeting and unanimously adopted a motion regarding 

Grace’s pastoral leadership which they submitted to the Council.  The Call Committee recommended 

that Pastor Jaci be issued a three-year, part-time term call to be Grace’s called Pastor (her status would 

change from Interim Pastor to Called Pastor).  The Call Committee motion reads as follows: 

 

That the Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church Call Committee, duly elected by the Grace ELC 
congregation on 30 August 2020, after faithfully and prayerfully considering Grace ELC’s 
pastoral leadership requirements and possibilities, and after consultation with the office of 
the Synod Bishop, unanimously recommends that the Grace Congregation approve a three-
year part-time term call to Pastor Jaci Tiell, an ordained and rostered ELCA Pastor, to serve as 
Grace ELC’s Pastor.  The committee understands that this would be a dual call and that 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Toledo, Ohio, is also prepared to issue a similar three-year part-
time term call to Pastor Tiell.     

 



The following motion was made by Rachel, seconded by Mary, to accept the Call Committee’s 
recommendation: 
 

That the unanimous recommendation of the Call Committee to issue a 3-year term part-time 
call to Pastor Jaci Tiell is accepted and endorsed by the Council and that a Special 
Congregational Meeting be called on Sunday, 20 June 2021, for the purpose of deciding to call 
Pastor Tiell as Grace’s Pastor. 

The motion was approved. 

Gary informed the Council that he will proceed with announcing the call for the congregation meeting, 
meet with the Council President at Bethlehem to initiate relations with them and will work with 
Synod to revise Pastor Jaci’s compensation package and prepare a new Letter of Agreement that will 
be included in the call proposal to be submitted to the congregation for their vote on June 20th. 

Board of Congregational Life – Reported by Mary Schlievert 
*Mother’s Day, May 9th, there was a fun surprise for all of the mothers attending worship that day! 
*May 23. Pentecost, we will assist with parking for the Pentecost picnic so that Deacons can pass out 
worship materials and not have to worry about parking. 
*Red helium-filled balloons will be provided for cars on Pentecost Sunday. 
*Father’s Day, June 20th, there will be a delightful treat for all the dads at worship. 
*In September, there will be an ice cream party in conjunction with Rally Day and God’s @ork/Our 
Hands activities. 
The Board’s Current To Do List (Old Business): 

*Check with other churches regarding funeral meals 
*Obtain point people to organize funeral meals 
*Formalize a cost sheet for funerals for members vs. non-members 
*Check on Dartball entry fee 
*Conduct an interest survey – Fall 

The next meeting will be Thursday, August 5 at 7 pm in the church parking lot in lawn chairs, socially 
distanced.  

*In July, we will have a Parking Lot Popsicle Parish Party and Pre-teen Portrait Painting with Pastels. 
 
Board of Education – Reported by Nancy Pries 
*Cake and/or cookies will be provided for the confirmands on Confirmation Sunday. 
*The ELCA Youth Gathering will be held in Minneapolis in July, 2022; if there are any youth who wish to 
attend, planning needs to start now. 

Board of Witness and Mission – Reported by Amy Simkus 
The Board is asking for Special Offering from now through May 31 to support a special ELCA Covid Relief 
Appeal for India and Nepal. Covid has overwhelmed health care facilities in India and Nepal.  Oxygen 
equipment is in extremely short supply.  Our goal is to raise $1000 by May 31 to help with this grave 
need. Funds contributed by Grace’s members will be added to $350 from Grace’s Mission Response 
Fund and will be divided equally between Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Disaster Response 
appeals to support covid relief in India and Nepal. 

Board of Property – Reported by Steve Simkus 
*Thanks to those who helped with the work day. One hundred fifty bags of mulch were distributed 
around the property. 
*The parsonage roof was inspected. 



*The cost of the bell tower repair was reduced by $1350.  We were able to use the old solenoid on the 
clapper (the part that makes the bell strike) that had been stored in the basement.  
*The HVAC system was inspected. 

Pastor’s Report – Reported by Pastor Jaci 
*A special service is being planned for Sunday, May 23 – Pentecost Sunday. We will re-dedicate the bell 
tower and we will celebrate the confirmation of Brady Buhrow and Eve Jackson. 
 
A motion was made by Nancy, second Amy, to adjourn the meeting. 

The meeting concluded with The Lord’s Prayer. 

The next meeting will be held via Zoom on June 17, 2021 at 7 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Karen Hammel 
Council Secretary 


