
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 
2019 Annual Report 

 
The 2019 Annual Report of Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, Elmore, Ohio, is submitted to 
the members and friends of Grace in compliance with IV, A. of the Bylaws to the Grace 
Constitution.  This Bylaw calls for the presentation of an Annual Report to the Congregation at 
the end of each year.  The 2019 Grace Annual Report includes the following reports: 
 
Reports of Pastor, Council and Boards of Ministry:                                                                    

• Pastor’s Report    Pastor Jaci Tiell   
• Congregation Council Report  Gary Anderson, President   
• Congregational Life Report  Linda Jacobs, Chair   
• Education Report   Betty Breier & Shirley Damschroder, Co-Chairs  
• Property Report   Randy Jacobs, Chair 
• Witness & Mission   Nancy Pries, Chair 
• Worship & Music   Joan Eckermann, Chair  

Reports from Church Organizations: 
• Rachael Circle and WELCA Reports Nancy Pries  
• Piecemakers Quilters Report  Nancy Pries  
• Thrivent    John Hemminger 

Report on Community Organizations Served by Grace and its Members  
Financial Reports    Report on Income and Expenses 
      Report on Church Accounts & Dedicated Funds 
  

 



Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ,  
 
We have been given an amazing gift. We are created in God’s image, and as Psalm 139 proclaims, we are 
fearfully and wonderfully made.  We are each created with different gifts, and each of those gifts is neces-
sary for the sharing of God’s mission in the world.  When those gifts come together, amazing things can 
happen. As Christians, we have been called to use our gifts and follow Jesus Christ, the one who gave 
himself for us. Christ lived, died, and rose again for each of us, and he knows our rising and our sleeping, 
our thoughts and prayers, our fears and desires, our hopes and our dreams. 
 
Like most years, this past year has been both challenging and affirming for Grace as you bid farewell to 
Pastor Mark and with that comes a time of transition.  Transition in a church community can be difficult 
and anxiety provoking and yet I have seen many people come together as the body of Christ during this 
transition.   
 
During my short time at Grace this year I am attempting to get to know everyone and remember all of 
your names. In my short time we welcomed Ellis Lawrence Blausey into the Grace family through bap-
tism. It was a joy and privilege to baptize him. There are two youth that continue to study and learn to-
gether in catechism classes with the amazing leadership of Jen and Mark Haar. It has also been wonderful 
to see people involved in various ministries within the congregation and community!  
 
Personally, my husband Matt and I are blessed to be parents to five wonderful children. It is with great joy 
that we look forward to finalizing the adoption of our son Eli in the coming months. We thank you for 
your continued prayers for our family.  
 
We all have gifts to share. These amazing gifts are only possible because the Holy Spirit continually in-
spires and strengthens ordinary people like each of us to take the courageous step to follow where we are 
called to make a difference. The more that I learn about each one of you, the more that I find out how 
amazing this congregation is when it works together!  
 
As we look ahead to this coming year I am excited to see where God will lead in this time of transition 
and I am encouraged.  We are beautifully made, and God knows everything about our beings.  We have 
been given amazing gifts, and we are able to share them together for the good of this community that God 
has entrusted to us.  I look forward to seeing how God will work in and through the people of Grace in 
two thousand and twenty.  
 

“I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full 
well.”   Psalm 139:14 

 
Together with you in Christ,  

 
Pastor Jaci Tiell  

Vital Statistics 

Baptized Members at 1/1/2019 332 

Baptisms + 1 

New Members + 5 

Member Deaths - 1 

Transfers/Removals - 4 

Baptized Members at 1/1/2020 333 
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CHURCH COUNCIL REPORT 

The 2019 Grace Congregational Council is pleased to submit this report on 2019 
Council activities and the life and mission of the Grace Congregation.    

Pastoral Leadership.  Pastor Mark Wentz, who served as Grace’s called Pastor for five 
years, accepted another call in 2019.  His last Sunday at Grace on 18 August was a 
time to share joy for Pastor Mark’s new call and sadness over losing a beloved Pastor.  
The Synod acted quickly to appoint Pastor Jaci Tiell as Grace’s Interim Pastor.  She 
began her ministry at Grace as a half-time Pastor at the beginning of September.  We 
are thankful for the blessings Pastor Jaci has brought to Grace in the short time she has 
been our Pastor.  Grace has begun a pastoral transition process that during the coming 
months will be a time to discern what God is calling the Grace congregation to be and 
what pastoral leadership alternatives will best allow Grace to fulfill that mission. 

Church Membership.  Grace began 2019 with a membership of 332 baptized 
members, but an unknown number of these members appear to be inactive.  Sunday 
worship attendance averaged 71 worshippers during the winter, spring and fall months.  
Worship attendance during the summer months, when worship is conducted in the 
Fellowship Hall, averaged 46.  A sincere thank you goes to the many church members 
who served in vital roles to facilitate the conduct of worship.  Thank you to all who 
served:  Acolytes, Altar Guild, Cantor, Children’s Choir, Choir, Communion Assistants, 
Communion bread bakers, Lectors, Musicians and Worship Band.  Thank you also to all 
members who led and contributed to the ministries of the Church.     

Congregational Meetings.  Two regular Congregational Meetings were held on 27 
January, to receive and approve the 2018 Annual Report, and on 3 November, to 
receive and approve the 2020 Budget, as proposed by the Council, and to elect 2020 
Officers and Board Chairmen, as proposed by the Nominating Committee. 

Council Meetings and Actions.  The Council and Pastor Wentz held a planning retreat 
on 19 January.  Monthly Council meetings were held every month except July.  Council 
meetings included an exit interview with Synod representatives on 13 August following 
Pastor Mark’s resignation and a Pastoral transition evaluation with Synod 
representatives on 12 November.  A Special Council meeting on 1 September received 
and accepted the Synod’s appointment of Pastor Jaci Tiell as Interim Pastor.   

Financial Reports.  This Annual Report provides financial data on Grace’s Checking 
Account, Savings Account with dedicated funds and General Fund expenditures versus 
approved budgets for expenditure items.  For the year, member contributions fell short 
of the budget target for offerings by $18,529.  However, by changing from funding a full-
time pastoral compensation package to a half-time package on the first of September, 
actual income exceeded actual expenditures by $7,882 at the end of the year.  This 
year, Grace’s Benevolence distributions fulfilled its commitment to allocate a full 10 
percent of all offerings to benevolences.  Grace’s General Fund began 2019 with a debt 
of $10,500 to the Maintenance Fund, but this “loan” was paid back in full by the end of 
the year.  We must, nevertheless, caution that this relatively healthy financial situation 
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only became possible because Grace is now supporting a half-time pastoral 
compensation package.  Giving at Grace currently is not sufficient to support a full-time 
pastoral compensation package. 

Board of Ministry Reports.  The main body of the 2019 Annual Report includes 
reports from Grace’s Boards of Ministry.  These reports portray an active congregation 
that is fulfilling its mission.  The Congregational Life Report shows how Grace is a 
welcoming congregation where members enjoy sharing fellowship and truly care about 
and for each other.  The Education Report describes our regular Bible study and 
education programs.  The Property Report demonstrates how Grace cares for its 
excellent physical facilities.  The Witness and Mission Report provides details about 
how the Christian faith of Grace members is expressed through a robust outreach and 
Benevolence program.  The Worship Report describes how the life of our congregation 
centers on worship services featuring Lutheran liturgy, the preaching of the Gospel and 
regular communion.  A Report on Community Organizations is included in this year’s 
Annual Report to inform members on how Grace and its members also serve the 
greater Elmore community. 

Thank You for Serving.  When the Congregation met on 3 November, it passed a 
resolution of sincere thanks and appreciation for the significant Christian service 
and personal contributions that the following persons, who are concluding their 
terms as Officers and Board of Ministry Chairmen in 2019, gave to the ministries 
of this church:  Jeff Boos, Financial Secretary; Linda Jacobs, Congregational Life 
Chair; Betty Breier, Education Co-Chair; Randy Jacobs, Property Chair; Nancy Pries, 
Witness and Mission Chair and Joan Eckermann,  Worship Chair.  All Grace Council 
Members worked hard to further the ministries of Grace.  We will miss those who are 
departing, but we welcome new Council Members: Debbie Boos, Financial Secretary; 
Rachael Beeler, Worship Chair; Amy Simkus, Witness and Mission Chair, Steve 
Simkus, Property Chair and Steve Blausey, Property Vice-Chair. 

The Council is beginning 2020 without a Board of Congregational Life Chair or a Vice 
President.  In addition, all of Grace’s Boards of Mission would welcome new members.  
We hope more Grace members will prayerfully consider stepping forward this year to 
serve in one of these positions that are so critical to advancing Grace’s Christian 
mission. 

Yours in Christ, 

 
Gary Anderson 
President 
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BOARD OF CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
ANNUAL REPORT 2019 

 
The purpose of the Board of Congregational Life is to strengthen the fellowship of the 
congregation by providing activities to form bonds, trust, and enjoyment among our members 
and friends.  The board’s meetings were held on the first Thursday of the month. The board 
continued to function without a Vice-Chair in 2019. 
 
The board organized and assisted with the activities and events listed below.  Sincere thanks to 
members Nancy Bennett, Rachel Beeler, Joan Eckermann, and Linda Stewart for giving 
generously of their time, talents, and monetary donations.  Special thanks to Rachel Beeler for 
announcing upcoming events to the Congregation. 
 
2019 Events 
 
December-January – Exchange of Prayer Partner information. 
January 27th- Congregational Meeting and Brunch. 
March 5th- Shrove Pancake Dinner, raised $797 for Youth Travel. 
April 18th – Prepared and served Seder Meal. 
April 20th – Champagne and Hors d’ Oeuvres Reception following Easter Vigil service. 
May 12th – Provided muffins for Mother’s day. 
June 16th -  Provided donuts for Father’s day. 
August 18th – Farewell party for Pastor Wentz and Alma. 
September 8th – Ice Cream Social for Rally Day/Kit preparation for God’s Work Our Hands. 
November 24th – $135 from the Soup Cook-Off was donated to Holiday Bureau and Sleep in 
Heavenly Peace.  
 
Other activities that take place through this board are funeral meals, Dart Ball team, and 
sending delegates to the Synod Assembly. 
 
Thank you to the board members for their guidance and reliability in assisting with the listed 
events.  Other members of the Congregation have been very supportive and the extra hands 
helping to clean-up after events was greatly appreciated. 
 
This board is still in need of a Chair and Vice- Chair for 2020.  Please consider this opportunity 
to serve Grace.  We would like to continue to plan events and activities to unite our Grace 
family and friends in fellowship. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Jacobs, 2019 Board Chair 
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Report of the Board of Education 
 
The Grace Board of Education is responsible for providing “learning opportunities for 
members of all ages.”  Current education programs at Grace include the following: 
 
Children’s Ministry.  Grace believes it is important to involve children in its worship 
services so that they can experience how worship is for people of all ages.  At Grace, a 
“Children’s Message” is part of every worship service.  All children are invited to come 
forward during Sunday worship services when the Pastor gives a message prepared for 
them. 

Children’s Choir.  As part of Grace’s ministry for children, a small Children’s Choir has 
been formed to give children at Grace music instruction and opportunities to participate 
in the conduct of worship.  Joan Eckermann provides the leadership for this program. 

Sunday School.  Sunday School at Grace convenes on Sundays after regular worship 
services.  Krista Jackson provides the leadership for this program that now gives 
Christian regular education instruction to a small group of children. 

Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation).  Even though there are very few youths at 
Grace who are of confirmation age, Grace continues to provide an Affirmation of 
Baptism instruction program.  Two Grace youth members are currently receiving weekly 
AoB instruction from Mark and Jen Haar. 

Adult Bible Study.  Grace offers weekly adult Bible study sessions that take place on 
Wednesday evenings from September through May.  Bible study sessions in the fall of 
2019 examined the Sermon on the Mount and its implications for Christian living in 
modern society.  Gary Anderson is the instructor for this program. 

Rachael Circle Bible Study.  Bible study is a regular part of Ruth Circle meetings.  
John Stolar leads these study sessions. 

Lenten and Advent Studies.  During Lent and Advent, Grace members gather on 
Wednesday evenings for soup suppers that are followed by devotional studies and 
evening prayer services.  Gary Anderson led devotional studies during Lent.  Pastor 
Jaci led these sessions during Advent. 

A sincere thank you goes to Grace members who provide leadership for its education 
programs. 

Grace Board of Education, 

Betty Breier, Co-Chair 
Shirley Damschroder, Co-Chair 
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      Board of Property  
   2019 Annual Report 
 

Throughout the year Property Board members met each month to plan, organize, and work on 
maintenance and upgrades to the church and parsonage. The following members were actively 
involved on the Board in 2019; Steve Blausey, Greg Edwards, Randy Jacobs (Chair), Steve Simkus 
(Vice-Chair), John Stolar and Merlyn Weng. It was a busy year and much was accomplished.  
 
The following is a summary of major items addressed throughout the year: 
 
� Repairs to the parsonage after long time tenant, Matt Wegert vacated the premises.  In  January, 

the parsonage was rented to new tenants, Tracy Hahn and her family.  Tracy also cleaned the 
church each week for a reduction in her monthly rents. 

� Installed three black iron handrails in the Sanctuary. 
� Installed new sound absorption panels in the back of the Sanctuary. 
� Organized a spring clean up day to remove yard debris, mulch flower beds, remove dead trees 

and clean up the parking lot. 
� Stripped/re-waxed tile floors in the fellowship hall, kitchen, two bathrooms, and the narthex. 
� Cleaned carpets in the basement. 
� Replaced a sump pump located in the back yard of the parsonage. 
� Replaced the exterior office entryway door and glass panels. 
� Repaired two water leak areas in Sanctuary roof, a window on the north side and the skylight. 
� Replaced both the primary and back-up sump pumps located in basement of the church. 
� Re-sealed and re-striped the parking lot. 
� Repaired the roof top unit (RTU) that heats and cools our Fellowship Hall. 
� Repaired the heating and AC units that heat and cool our offices and basement. 
� Managed rental of the parsonage. 
� Completed water testing for Total Coliform and Nitrates. 
� Inspected the Sanctuary heat boilers. 
� Many other smaller maintenance repairs to the building. 

 
I would sincerely like to thank the above listed board members who graciously volunteered their 
time, energy and talents to help keep the church and parsonage up and running all year. Thanks 
also to Al Wolfe for plowing snow from the parking lot, the Avers family for keeping our lawns 
mowed and John Stolar for serving as custodian.  
 
As we look ahead to 2020 I am first and foremost thankful for all the Blessings we at Grace have 
received and look forward to sharing those gifts and Blessings throughout next year. Each of us 
has been called to use the gifts we have been given to be faithful stewards of God’s grace and to 
serve others.  The board of property is a great place to answer that calling.  If you are looking for 
a place to get more involved or serve others please consider joining us for a meeting in 2020.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Randy Jacobs 
2019 Property Board Chair 
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Board of Witness and Mission 
2019 Report of Grace Benevolence Distributions 

The members of the Board of Witness and Mission work in partnership with Grace 
members to promote, plan, coordinate and supervise events that support the 
congregation’s witness and mission activities.  The Board is also responsible for 
managing the disbursement of funds designated for First Fruits and Directed 
Benevolence distribution.   
 
The following distributions of regular benevolences were made in 2019: 
 
Total Benevolence Offerings (10% of all offerings):   $15,635.32 
 Traditional Benevolences (with ELCA support)  $9,114.82 
 Directed Benevolences (with no ELCA support)  $6,520.50 
 (these figures do not include special or dedicated offerings) 
 
Traditional Benevolence Distributions: 
 NWOS/ELCA Mission Support (49% of Traditional Benevolences) $4,466.70 
 World Hunger (27% of Traditional Benevolences)   $2,461.25 
 
Directed Benevolence Distributions:      $5,029.13 
 World Hunger (27% of Directed Benevolences)  $1,760.57 

Jay Herman Campus Crusade for Christ   $2,000.00 
 Cocoon Women’s Shelter-Bowling Green  $400.00 
 Ottawa County Holiday Bureau    $500.00 
 Elmore Community Thanksgiving Dinner   $200.00 
 Veterans Matter      $168.56 
 
First Fruits Benevolence Distributions (24% of all Benevolences): $3,900.00  
 Lutheran Outdoor Ministries    $400.00 
 Redeemer Lutheran Church    $400.00 
 Genacross Lutheran Services    $400.00 
 Lutheran Social Services     $400.00 
 Salem Lutheran Church     $400.00 
 Luther Home of Mercy     $400.00 
 Christian Resources     $400.00 
 Liberty Center      $400.00  
 Mission Response: Grace Mission Response  $700.00 
 (Lutheran Disaster-Hurricane $300; Solomon Lutheran  
 house fire $354.60; Operation Oreo Postage $45.40) 
 
In addition to the distribution of regular benevolences, the following distributions 
of special benevolences were made in 2019: 
  
God’s Work Fund:         $1,500.00 
 Sleep in Heavenly Peace     $1,500.00 
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Miscellaneous Benevolence Distributions:     $1,033.52 
 Project Life Saver (funded by chicken dinner)  $615.00 
 Heartbeat of Ottawa County    $183.52 
 Holiday Bureau      $67.50 
 Sleep in Heavenly Peace     $67.50 
 Wreaths Across America     $100.00 
 
Lenten Offerings:  $920.00 purchased 380 chicks and 36 roosters 
Lenten Soup Supper Offerings:  $300.00 purchased 6 goats 
 
Advent Offerings: 633.40 + Advent Soup Supper Offerings: $136.60 = $770.00 
Purchased one farm ($715, 1 cow, 2 goats, 12 chicks, 2 pigs, farm tools, seeds and 
agricultural training) 
 
In 2019, all Grace benevolence distributions totaled $18,620.03 
 
In addition, Grace members assembled school and personal care kits on Rally Day, 8 
September.  Grace members also made blankets, hosted two Red Cross blood drives 
and conducted a Chicken Dinner fund raiser that raised $615.00 to benefit Project 
Lifesaver. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Pries, Chair 
Amy Simkus, Vice-Chair 
John Heminger 
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2019 Board of Worship Annual Report 
 
“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.  Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his 
presence with singing.” Psalm 100: 1-2 
 
2019 Board of Worship members were Ruth Ann Anderson, Bobbie Bean (Parish Musician), 
Rachel Beeler, Sharon Dailey, Joan Eckermann, LaVerne Edwards, Phoebe Jackson, Mary 
Schlievert, Jean Weng and Pastor Jaci/Pastor Mark. 
 
The board oversees the Altar Guild, Deacons, Choirs, Lectors, Musicians, Worship Band, and 
Acolytes.  The chair of this board also attends Church Council meetings and gives a report of 
our items of business.  Meetings are scheduled four to six times each year to coincide with the 
liturgical church seasons.  Meetings were held in February, April, August, September and 
November to plan worship services and to attend to other business pertinent to this board. 
 
This past year’s worship activities included: 
• All regularly scheduled Sunday and Wednesday worship services. 
• Epiphany:  Regular worship services. 
• Lent/Triduum/Easter:  Ash Wednesday service, midweek Wednesday services using the 

Unfailing Light liturgy, morning prayer from Wednesday through Saturday during Holy 
Week, Maundy Thursday Seder meal and stripping of the chancel, Good Friday service, 
Easter Vigil service, and Easter Sunday worship at 9:00 a.m. 

• Days after Pentecost:  Weekly Thursday evening services were held from late May through 
August in addition to regular Sunday worship.  All summer services were held in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

• Reformation Sunday was celebrated on October 27.  There were no teenagers confirmed this 
year. 

• Advent/Christmas:  Midweek Wednesday services using the Holden Evening Prayer liturgy, 
multi-congregational Blue Christmas service at Zion Lutheran Church in Luckey on 
December 22, Christmas Eve service at 7:30 p.m., and Sunday worship on December 29 using 
a Lessons and Carols format. 

 
Other business and activities: 
• The Children’s Choir was reactivated with four members. 
• The Praise & Worship band is currently a duo consisting of Bobbie and Mary Schlievert. 
• Due to a decreasing number of deacons, only two deacons will serve at Sunday worship 

beginning on January 5, 2020.  Because of this, Holy Communion will be distributed with 
separate lines for individual glasses of wine and the common cup. 

 
Rachel Beeler will serve as the 2020 Chair and there is currently no Vice-Chair.  This board 
welcomes new members at any time! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Joan Eckermann, Chair 
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2019 Thrivent Blessings Report 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, as a fraternal organization, makes available to congregations and 
Lutheran organizations the profits earned for use in congregation and community projects. 
 
Thrivent Choice – Thrivent Financial members who have investment, insurance or retirement products 
can receive money from Thrivent that they may designate to Grace Lutheran or other authorized 
organizations.  These funds can then be used by the recipient, as they choose, within the church, 
organizations, or for projects in the community. 
 
Reminder: Thrivent members must go online or call Thrivent to designate their Choice dollars.  Any 
funds that you do not direct to the eligible agencies go back to Thrivent.  A list of local agencies, besides 
Grace, is available for you.  It is posted on the bulletin board next to the men’s restroom. 
 
If you need help, please contact John Hemminger or Nancy Pries. 
 
Thrivent Action Teams – All Thrivent members are eligible to apply for two $250 grants each year to 
use as seed money for projects that benefit others.  Examples at Grace have been quilt making supplies, 
school, personal and baby kit supplies, food for pancake breakfasts and the youth spaghetti dinner, 
collecting bedding to support Sleep in Heavenly Peace as well as purchasing meat used for the 
community Thanksgiving meal.  The ideas are endless and the money is available for you to lead a 
project. 
 
Grace Thrivent Choice account 
 2018 balance $1947.42 
 2019 funds received 1634.00 
 2019 funds disbursed 1348.42 
 2019 balance $2233.00 
 
Choice Dollar Projects – your donations were used for the following: 
 
WELCA cookie sale match 210.00 
Lutheran Dis.Relief fire fund match 600.00 
Action team supplies – school kit 49.94 
Genoa Food pantry 72.48 
Quilt shipping fund match 101.00 
Pancake breakfast supplies 115.00 
Blanket making supplies 200.00  
 
Thank you to all persons who have designated their Thrivent Choice dollars to Grace and everyone who 
supported the projects and events that benefitted from the funds we received.  Please offer your 
suggestions, to John Heminger or Nancy Pries, as to how you wish to have the Choice Dollars you have 
given to Grace used. 
 
Thank you to the members who stepped up and organized the Action Team projects and all members of 
Grace who joined together to assemble quilts, kits, and participate in community projects.  
 
Report submitted by: 
John Hemminger 
 

 



 11 

REPORT ON COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 
As part of its outreach ministry, Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church and its members support, 
provide facilities for or cooperate with several public service, philanthropic or community 
organizations that serve residents in the Elmore area.  This report identifies community 
organizations supported by Grace and contact persons for these programs and provides brief 
summaries of their activities. 
 
Boy Scouts.  John Stolar.  Boy Scout Troops 314 & 329, sponsored by the Elmore American Legion 
Post #279 and the Kiwanis Club of Elmore, use the Grace Fellowship Hall for its meetings.  
Approximately 30 youth from the Elmore area are served by this program.  Scout meetings take 
place every Sunday evening from 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm, from September until the end of June. The 
Scouts also have two to four banquets during the year.  Local Cub Scouts also use Grace facilities 
for their Blue & Gold Banquets and Pinewood Derby races.      

Dartball.  Steve Blausey.  The Grace Dartball Team participates in a Dartball League comprised of 
teams representing ten churches in this area.  As many as 15 Grace members enjoy the regular 
fellowship and friendly rivalries that are part of this program.  

Elmore Food Pantry.  Michelle Timbrook and Jeanne Weng.  Grace provides physical facilities for 
the Elmore Food Pantry.  This public service program was organized by the Elmore Ministerial 
Association and staffed by members of local churches including several members of Grace.  Grace 
members contribute food items and funds.  The Food Pantry is open twice a month throughout the 
year.   In 2019, the Elmore Food Pantry provided a total of 7,650 meals and served an average of 
22.5 households per month.    

Grief Support Group.  Mary Lou Kohli.  “Our Grief and Loss Journey of Healing” was organized by 
Mary Lou Kohli and Anna Kennedy.  Members learn from each other as they seek to find and share 
ways to cope with loss during one of life’s most difficult challenges.  The group meets two times a 
month with morning sessions at Grace and evening sessions at Zion Luckey.     

Jazzercise.  Joyce Bruntz.  Jazzercise, Inc. operates franchised fitness centers that offer instructor-
led dance and fitness programs of aerobics and strength training. The leadership is dedicated to 
keeping participants healthy and moving.  All ages are welcome. There are members from age 20 to 
80. The group rents the Grace Fellowship Hall basement for five weekly program sessions.  They 
are grateful for the space.  

Operation Oreo.  Jennifer Marquardt.  This program assembles and ships gift boxes containing 
cookies, candy and snacks to military personnel from the local area who are stationed at military 
installations away from home.  In 2019, four military personnel were sent periodic gift boxes. 

Ottawa County Seniors.  Bruce & Dee King.  The Ottawa County Office on Aging provides full 
meals and social programs for seniors at Grace every Tuesday and Thursday noon.  The County 
Office on Aging uses the Grace Fellowship Hall and kitchen to provide these services.  Seniors in 
the Elmore area age 60 or older are welcome to participate; 20 local seniors are served by this 
program.   

Red Cross Blood Drive.  Joan Eckermann.  Blood drives are held twice each year at Grace in 
either June or July and in December.  Eight to twelve members of Grace contribute to the success of 
each drive by assisting with set-up and tear-down of the Fellowship Hall, providing soups and baked 
goods, serving food to donors in the canteen, and greeting and registering donors. 

Sandusky County Park District Trail Cleanup.  John Hemminger.  Grace has been responsible for 
trash and debris cleanup on a 1.0-mile section of the Sandusky County Park District Trail between 
Ottawa County Rd 47 (at the east edge of Elmore) east to Sandusky County Rd 82. 
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REPORT OF CHURCH ACCOUNTS AND DEDICATED FUNDS (SAVINGS) 
For 2019 Calendar Year 

Account Balance Total Inflows Total outflows Balance 
1/1/19 12/31/19 

     

Checking Account 
 $      
7,633.15  

 $     
212,926.93  

 $    
(205,653.72)  $     14,906.36  

      
Breakfast Fund  $                 -     $                    -      Closed  

Building Fund 
 $         
181.42  

 $            
511.62    $          693.04  

Capital Improvements 
 $      
3,711.62   

 $        
(3,711.62)  Closed  

Congregational Life $591.06  
 $            
128.00    $          719.06  

Directed Mission Benevolence 
 $         
460.58  

 $         
3,268.56  

 $        
(3,560.58) $168.56  

Funeral Fund  $1,000.00  
 $        
(1,000.00) Closed 

God's Work Fund $1,500.00   
 $        
(1,500.00) $0.00  

Kitchen Furnishings Fund 
 $         
270.58   

 $           
(270.58)  Closed  

Maintenance Fund 
 $    
13,070.93  

 $       
22,390.40  

 $      
(13,851.41)  $     21,609.92  

Memorial Fund 
 $    
12,119.89  

 $            
150.00    $     12,269.89  

Mission Response Fund 
 $         
700.00  

 $            
700.00  

 $           
(700.00)  $          700.00  

Operation Oreo  $                 -    
 $            
900.00  

 $           
(403.10)  $          496.90  

Pastoral Educational Fund 
 $         
121.76   

 $           
(121.76)  Closed  

Pastor's Discretionary Fund 
 $         
374.50  

 $              
75.00    $          449.50  

Scholarship Fund 
 $      
3,490.00     $       3,490.00  

Sunday School 
 $           
12.56     $            12.56  

Worship Resources Fund 
 $      
1,313.16   

 $        
(1,313.16)  closed  

Youth/Camp Travel Fund $2,756.70  $929.80   $3,686.50  

     

TOTAL:  ALL DEDICATED FUNDS (SAVINGS ACCOUNT)  
 $     
44,295.93  

TOTAL:  CHECKING AND SAVINGS ACCOUNTS  
 $     
59,202.29  

 
 
 



INCOME: 2018 Actual 2019 Budget 2019 Actual 2020 BUDGET
Facility rent-Jazzercise 4,000$               4,000$               3,925$               4,000$               
Facility rent-Senior Center 6,269$               5,600$               6,395$               6,500$               
Facility rent-Miscellaneous 250$                  300$                  737$                  250$                  
Parsonage rent 9,600$               10,800$             11,380$             10,800$             
TOTAL:  RENT & MISCELLANEOUS 20,119$             20,700$             22,437$             21,550$             

TOTAL OFFERINGS" 149,982$           153,581$           150,100$           
Dedicated contributions (Maintenance-6%) 10,805$             9,215$               9,000$               
Contributions to Traditional Benevolences 10,093$             9,115$               9,000$               
Contributions to Dedicated Benevolences 6,521$               6,000$               
Special Offerings 100$                  
Unrestricted contributions (84%) 129,084$           131,344$           126,000$           

Miscellaneous Income:  Benevolences 1,500$               
Miscellaneous Income:  Maintenance Fund 2,500$               

TOTAL UNRESTRICTED INCOME 149,203$           157,781$           147,550$           
TOTAL UNRESTRICTED EXPENSES 154,849$           149,899$           129,625$           
NET:  INCOME LESS EXPENSES (5,646)$              7,882$               17,925$             

EXPENDITURES OF UNRESTRICTED FUNDS 2018 Actual 2019 Budget 2019 Actual 2020 BUDGET
Staff
Custodian 4,164$               3,600$               5,326$               4,500$               
Office Manager/Parish Secretary 15,759$             15,759$             15,759$             16,232$             
Parish Musician 13,268$             13,268$             13,268$             13,666$             
Pastor Salary 37,034$             37,559$             27,063$             7,000$               
Pastory Housing Allowance 14,500$             10,800$             13,867$             20,000$             
Salaries--FICA Co-Pay & Payroll Taxes 5,975$               6,082$               4,826$               2,066$               
Pastor Portico Benefits 8,168$               19,000$             13,268$             11,111$             
Pastoral Associate 6,561$               6,561$               -$                   -$                   
Workers' Compensation 119$                  200$                  240$                  300$                  
Pastor Mark Reimbursement (1,171)$              
TOTAL STAFF EXPENDITURES 105,548$           112,829$           92,446$             74,875$             

Administration
Advertising/Media 1,252$               1,400$               1,377$               1,200$               
Stewardship 864$                  550$                  1,093$               600$                  
Copier Service & Supplies 3,804$               3,600$               3,252$               3,800$               
Expense and Mileage Reimbursement 78$                    300$                  1,218$               500$                  
Pastor, Professional Expenses 29$                    500$                  -$                   500$                  
Office Supplies 1,111$               900$                  602$                  1,000$               
Paper 140$                  300$                  350$                  550$                  
Postage 450$                  550$                  495$                  550$                  
Repayment of Mantenance Fund Loan 13,000$             7,500$               
TOTAL ADMINISTRATION EXPENDUTURES 7,728$               6,250$               21,387$             16,200$             

Congregational Life
Fellowship:  Events/Supplies 117$                  200$                  20$                    300$                  
Synod Assembly 90$                    825$                  -$                   600$                  
TOTAL CONGREGATIONAL LIFE EXPENDITURES 207$                  1,025$               20$                    900$                  
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Education
Adult Education 215$                  200$                  438$                  200$                  
Affirmation of Baptism (Catechism) 65$                    100$                  384$                  100$                  
Cradle Roll -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
High School/Youth/LYO -$                   100$                  -$                   100$                  
Leadership Education -$                   1,000$               -$                   500$                  
Nursery Supplies -$                   75$                    -$                   -$                   
P-6 Sunday School 68$                    100$                  -$                   100$                  
Vacation Bible School 71$                    100$                  -$                   100$                  
TOTAL EDUCATION EXPENDITURES 419$                  1,675$               822$                  1,100$               

Property
Church Cleaning Service 7,590$               7,200$               1,040$               
Church Cleaning Supplies/Upkeep? 4,430$               3,700$               5,661$               4,850$               
Utilities:  Electric 7,897$               7,000$               6,417$               7,000$               
Utilities:  Gas 8,342$               9,500$               8,264$               9,500$               
Insurance 6,091$               6,100$               6,340$               6,900$               
Phone-Internet 1,702$               1,800$               1,871$               1,900$               
Parsonage-Property Tax 3,096$               3,480$               3,261$               3,500$               
TOTAL PROPERTY EXPENDITURES 39,148$             38,780$             32,854$             33,650$             

Worship
Altar Supplies 406$                  600$                  362$                  600$                  
Bulletin/Resources 993$                  1,200$               1,058$               1,100$               
Music -$                   200$                  -$                   200$                  
Organ/Piano Tuning -$                   150$                  -$                   150$                  
Supply Organist 250$                  500$                  150$                  500$                  
Supply Pastor 150$                  350$                  800$                  350$                  
TOTAL WORSHIP EXPENDITURES 1,799$               3,000$               2,370$               2,900$               

2018 Actual 2019 Budget 2019 Actual 2020 BUDGET
EXPENDITURES OF RESTRICTED FUNDS
Benevolence Offerings (10% of all offerings) 17,998$             17,211$             15,636$             15,000$             
Benevolence Distributions
World Hunger (27% of all benevolences in 2019) 3,987$               3,614$               4,222$               3,150$               
First Fruits (24% of all benevolences in 2019) 1,200$               4,475$               4,700$               3,900$               
NWOS/ELCA Mission Support (49% in 2019) 6,200$               4,467$               4,770$               
Directed Benevolence Disbursements (49% in 2019) 5,457$               4,861$               3,180$               
Special Benevolence: God's Work Fund 1,500$               
TOTAL BENEVOLENCE DISTRIBUTIONS 16,844$             17,211$             18,250$             15,000$             
Benevolence distribution over/under 10% (1,154)$              -$                   1,114$               -$                   

Maintenance Fund
Maintenance Fund Balance (1Jan) 21,610$             
Maintenance Fund Deposits (6% of offerings) 8,999$               10,327$             9,215$               9,000$               
Repayment of loan to General Fund (income) 13,000$             7,500$               
Maintenance Fund Expenditures (12 months) 7,952$               10,800$             16,433$             15,000$             
Loan to General Fund 2,500$               -$                   
Mantenance Fund Balance (end of year) 10,191$             21,610$             23,110$             
Funds borrowed from MF--Balance zero-fully paid -$                   

INCOME & EXPENSE SUMMARY:
TOTAL INCOME & OFFERINGS 170,101$           192,810$           182,632$           171,650$           
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 178,793$           192,110$           174,750$           153,725$           
NET:  INCOME LESS EXPENDITURES (8,692)$              700$                  7,882$               17,925$             

9,122$               


